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Kernersville,  North  Carolina 

100  Years  of  Service  to  the  Glory  of  God 


A  Prayer 


O  Thou  whose  hand  hath  brought  us 

Unto  this  joyful  day, 
Accept  our  glad  thanksgiving, 

And  listen  as  we  pray; 
And  may  our  preparation 

for  this  day's  service  be 
With  one  accord  to  offer 

Ourselves,  O  Lord,  to  Thee. 

For  this  Thy  house  we  praise  Thee, 

Reared  at  Thine  own  command, 
For  every  generous  spirit 

and  every  willing  hand. 
And  now  within  Thy  temple 

Thy  glory  let  us  see, 
For  all  its  strength  and  beauty 

Are  nothing  without  Thee. 

And  oft  as  here  we  gather 

And  hearts  in  worship  blend, 
May  truth  reveal  its  power 

And  fervent  prayer  ascend 
Here  may  the  busy  toiler 

Rise  to  the  things  above; 
The  young,  the  old  be  strengthened 

And  all  men  learn  Thy  love.  Amen. 


—Frederick  W.  Goadby 


CHARLES  E.  STEVENS 


Celebrating  one  hundred  years  as  a  church  in  the  Lord's  service  is  a  joyous  event.  In  reading 
the  history  of  First  Baptist  Church,  one  becomes  aware  of  God's  blessing  and  strength  as  He  worked 
in  and  through  his  people. 

We  cannot  adequately  measure  the  impact  of  this  church's  ministry  over  the  past  century; 
however,  we  can  praise  God  for  His  rich  blessings  and  redemptive  grace. 

Our  heritage  as  a  church  is  important,  and  we  realize  that  a  century  of  meeting  challenges, 
coping  with  changes,  and  struggling  with  choices  can  lead  to  a  greater  dependance  on  our  Lord 
and  His  teachings.  Our  forefathers  had  a  vision  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Kernersville  and  found  that 
God  more  than  adequately  provided  for  their  needs. 

We  rejoice  in  the  present  time  and  look  toward  the  future  with  hope  and  great  expectation, 
as  we  continue  to  deal  with  the  issue  of  what  it  means  to  be  the  people  of  God. 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


April  12,  1984 


To  the  Congregation  of 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Kernersville : 

Congratulations  on  the  occasion  of  your  100th 
anniversary. 

Religious  faith  has  always  been  the  essence  of 
strength  for  free  peoples.    As  guardians  of  this 
faith,  our  churches  and  synagogues  seek  to  con- 
tinually renew  the  spirit  of  brotherhood,  family, 
and  concern  for  one's  fellowman  embodied  in  the 
Judeo-Christian  tradition.    This  is  the  spirit  that 
built  and  preserved  our  freedom  and  made  us  a 
humane  and  God-fearing  people.    From  early  times 
the  fire  of  faith  has  burned  brightly  all  across  this 
land,  and  as  long  as  it  lives,  so  will  the  America 
we  cherish. 

As  we  commemorate  this  anniversary,  let  us  all 
resolve  to  revitalize  the  spirit  of  community  which 
sustains  us.    Let  our  wisdom  be  vindicated  by  our 
deeds.    And  when  our  work  is  done  and  the  busy 
world  is  hushed,  then  may  God  in  His  mercy  give 
us  a  safe  lodging,  a  holy  rest  and  peace  at  the 


last. 


Again,  congratulations  and  God  bless  you. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON,  O  ■  C  20515 

Steve  Neal 

North  Carolina  January   25,  1984 


The  Reverend  Charles  E.  Stevens 
Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church 
Kernersville,  North  Carolina  27284 

Dear  Mr.  Stevens: 

Knowing  that  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Kernersville  is 
preparing  to  celebrate  its  100th  Anniversary,  I  want  to  con- 
gratulate you  and  the  congregation  for  the  century  of  service 
you  have  rendered  to  the  community  and  to  humanity. 

Throughout  our  history,  most  American  communities  have 
looked  to  the  church,  more  than  to  any  other  institution,  for 
spiritual  and  moral  guidance.    Moreover,  the  church  has  served, 
collectively,  as  the  preeminent  social  influence  in  American 
life,  and  through  its  good  works  has  done  much  to  alleviate 
suffering  and  to  promote  the  brotherhood  of  man.    All  this,  I 
believe,  has  been  done  according  to  the  commission  given  to  the 
church  by  Him  in  whose  name  it  was  founded . 

First  Baptist  Church  has  fulfilled  this  commission  well. 
I  join  the  many  thousands  of  well-wishers  and  friends  who 
rejoice  with  you  on  this  momentous  occasion. 


U.  S.  Congressman 


SLN:mh 


theHistORICAL 

Commission 


Lynn  E.  May,  Jr.,  Executive  Director  -  Treasurer 
A.  Ronald  Tonks,  Assistant  Executive  Director 
Charles  W.  Deweese,  Director  of  Editorial  Services 
Leisa  A.  Hammett,  Director  of  Communications 


SOI  IIIIKN   R\PTIS|  (OWrVUON 


May  4,  1984 


Charles  Stevens ,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
401  Oakhurst 

Kernersville,  North  Carolina  27284 
Dear  Brother  Stevens: 


Herewith  I  am  sending  an  anniversary  certificate  commending  your  church 
on  reaching  a  significant  milestone  in  its  history.     I  am  happy  that 
our  agency  can  in  this  way  Join  in  celebrating  your  church's  historical 
anniversary  in  1984. 

The  Historical  Commission  is  grateful  for  the  ministry  of  your  church 
for  Christ  across  the  years-    May  God  bless  you  and  your  congregation 
as  you  move  forward  in  the  Lord's  work  and  build  upon  the  foundation  of 
your  heritage  a  more  effective  witness  for  Christ  in  the  future. 

The  enclosed  leaflets  describe  the  materials  and  services  of  our  agency. 
Please  call  on  us  whenever  we  can  help  you. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Lynn  E.  May,  Jr.        ^  U 


Enclosures 


II?  NINTH  AVENUE,  SOUTH  NASHVILLE.  TENNESSEE  JUJ4  (419)  151-UM 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 
OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 
RALEIGH  27611 

James  B  Hunt.  jr. 

OOVCHNOM 


Dear  Friends: 

Congratulations  on  your  100th  anniversary  as  a  congre- 
gation.    I  know  1  speak  for  all  North  Carolinians  in  wishing 
you  another  100  years  of  fellowship  and  goodwill. 

Kernersville  has  benefited  greatly  from  the  inspiration 
and  charity  your  church  has  provided  since  the  1800s.  I 
thank  you  for  that  as  well  as  the  good  I  know  you  all  will 
do  in  the  years  to  come. 


First  Baptist  Church 
401  Oakhurst  Street 

Kernersville,  North  Carolina  27284 


TOWN  OF  KERNERSVILLE  D.  Kelly  Almond,  Town  Manager 

Drawer  726  134  East  Mountain  Street 

Kernersville.  N.  C.  27284  Telephone  (919)  996-3121 


June  12,  1984 


AN  OPEN  LKTTFR  TO  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OK  KERNERSVIM.K: 


It  gives  rae  a  great:  deal  of  pleasure  Co  have  Che  opporCuniCy 
of  congraculacing  Che  congregacion  of  Che  FirsC  BapCisC  Church  on 
ics  100ch  anniversary.  From  ics  beginnings  on  Che  corners  of 
Cherry  and  MounCain  SCreeCs  to  the  beautiful  sanctuary  and  modern 
facilities  enjoyed  today  on  Oakhurst  Street,  the  First  Baptist 
Church  has  been  both  a  stablizing  and  mocivacing  force  wichin  our 
communiCy . 

The  churches  of  Kernersville  have  always  played  an  imporcant 
pare  in  Che  qualicy  of  our  citizens'   lives,  and  Che  FirsC  BauCisC 
Church  has  helped  lead  che  way.     The  congregac ions  of  Colfax  and 
Union  Grove,  which  FirsC  BapCisC  Church  help  scare,  are  represen- 
CaCive  of  the  community  spirit  and  leadership  which  have  come 
from  your  congregacion. 

The  FirsC  BapCisC  Church  has  provided,   chrough  che  years, 
much  assistance  and  cooperation  with  the  Kernersville  Community 
as  a  whole.  Your  Child  Development  Center  is  just  an  example. 
Through  this  program,  you  have  assisCed  councless  numbers  of  our 
working  cicizens  while  supplying  a  Chriscian  surrounding  for  our 
young  people  Co  enjoy  and  grow  up  in. 

May  your  nexc  100  years  be  as  vibranc  and  reward ing  as  your 
pasC  100,  and  may  you  always  provide  our  Town  wich  Che  love, 
dedicacion,   leadership,   and  ChrisCian  acmosphere  Chac  you  have  in 
che  pasC. 


ALDERMEN 

Max  Coltrane  —  David  Holt  -  Gordon  Miller  -  Calvin  O'Bnant  —  Ivey  Redmon 


CHURCH  HISTORY 


A  small  group  of  courageous  and  dedicated  Christians,  seven  women  and  three  men,  met  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  August  30,  1884  to  organize  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Kernersville.  According  to  Sheet's  History 
of  the  Liberty  Association,  Rev.  E.  F.  Baldwin,  who  later  went  as  a  missionary  to  Africa,  held  a  meeting  in 
Kernersville,  which  was  the  beginning  of  Baptist  work  in  the  town.  Following  the  meeting,  Rev.  D.  C.  Culbreth 
began  to  hold  regular  services  here  and  under  his  influence  the  ten  charter  members  met  to  start  a  church. 
The  Kernersville  Church  united  with  the  Liberty  Association  in  1885,  but  changed  to  the  Pilot  Mountain 
Association  in  1902. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Stallings  this  small  struggling  church,  with  just  eleven 
members,  erected  a  beautiful  one  story  building  on  the  corner  of  Cherry  and  Mountain  Streets.  By  1890,  the 
church  had  risen  to  a  self-sustaining  position,  and  in  1893,  a  tornado  struck  the  town  of  Kernersville  and 
completely  destroyed  the  Baptist  Church.  In  less  than  four  months  a  new  church  was  completed  on  the 
same  site,  this  one  of  wood  construction. 


Between  1901  and  1907  several  of  the  older  members  of  our  congregation  joined  the  church  and 
attended  meetings  in  this  structure.  They  remember  when  each  month  in  Kernersville,  the  Methodists  had 
meetings  the  first  Sunday;  the  Baptists,  second  Sunday;  Methodist  Protestants,  third  Sunday;  and  Moravians, 
fourth  Sunday.  Fifth  Sunday  was  a  union  meeting  of  all  churches.  When  the  preacher  came,  there  was  a 
three  o'clock  conference  on  Saturday;  then  came  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning  and  eleven  o'clock 
preaching. 

The  Pilot  Mountain  Association  met  with  the  Kernersville  Church  in  1 91 1 ,  the  same  year  that  the 
Sunday  School  enrollment  reached  the  highest  number  in  the  history  of  the  church  -  one  hundred  ninety- 
four.  There  was  a  great  revival,  lasting  three  weeks  in  1914,  that  brought  many  souls  into  the  Kingdom.  The 
fifty-two  additions  gave  our  church  a  membership  of  one  hundred  twenty-eight. 


* 


Our  church  has  started  two  missions-Union  Grove,  organized  in  1911,  and  now  a  full  time  church, 
which  started  the  Oak  Ridge  Mission  in  1959;  and  Colfax,  begun  in  1955-56  and  now  a  strong  church.  The 
Rev.  J.  T.  Byrum  was  the  first  pastor  of  Gnion  Grove  Church  and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Miswonger,  the  first  pastor  of 
the  Colfax  Church. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  T.  Sloan  Guy,  a  third  building  located  on  Main  Street  and  now  occupied  by 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  was  completed  and  on  April  27,  1916,  the  first  service  in  the  new  building  was 
held.  Rev.  J.  R.  Miller  noted  in  history,  dated  1 927,  two  noteworthy  revivals,  resulting  in  a  large  number  of 
professions  of  faith;  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Pardue's  meeting  in  1926  and  the  meeting  held  by  Evangelist  John  W. 
Ham  of  Atlanta  for  twelve  days  in  1 927.  Membership  increased  by  two  hundred  sixteen.  In  1 933,  Rev.  John 
McGee  walked  down  the  aisle  of  this  church  to  give  his  heart  and  life  to  Christ.  He  and  his  wife  served  as 
missionaries  in  Nigeria  for  thirty-two  years. 

On  April  25,  1 943  the  congregation  voted  to  renovate  the  sanctuary  of  the  church.  This  renovation  was 
completed  at  the  cost  of  $3,000.  In  1950  a  three  story  brick  educational  building  was  completed  and  put  to 
use  by  the  ever  increasing  number  of  church  members. 

Two  parsonages  have  been  built  during  the  progress  of  our  church-one,  a  frame  bungalow  on  Cherry 
Street,  completed  in  1925  and  first  occupied  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Miller  and  family;  the  other,  a  modern  brick  ranch 
style  residence  constructed  during  Rev.  Charles  Burchette's  pastorate  and  first  occupied  by  his  family  in  July, 
1956.  The  construction  of  the  three  story  brick  educational  building  on  Main  Street  was  begun  in  1950,when 
Rev.  Clyde  Glosson  was  pastor  and  completed  in  May,  1951,  when  the  membership  had  grown  to  include 
four  hundred  fifty-three  members. 


Phenomenal  growth  of  First  Baptist  Church  and  a  desire  for  more  expansion  in  God's  work  led  to  the 
vote  by  the  church  on  December  10,  1958  to  erect  a  new  $410,000  church  building  on  Oakhurst  Street.  On 
August  9,  1959  Rev.  Homer  Good  and  members  of  our  congregation  broke  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross 
near  the  entrance  to  the  new  sanctuary.  On  August  30,  1959  First  Baptist  Church  celebrated  seventy-five 
years  of  God's  continuous  mercy  and  grace  and  six  hundred  ninety  members  strong,  was  ready  to  step 
forward  in  faith  again.  Through  vision,  perseverance  and  prayer,  a  magnificent  structure  was  built  of 
contemporary  design,  with  a  house  of  worship  whose  vaulted  ceiling  points  heavenward  and  whose  center  of 
worship  is  a  wooden  cross.  Inaugural  services  were  held  on  September  11,1 960  when  the  anthem  reminded 
the  people,  "The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us;  whereof  we  are  glad,"  and  Rev.  Good  dedicated  a 
"House  of  Prayer  for  all  people." 


With  the  coming  of  Rev.  Amis  Daniel  in  December,  1964  at  the  end  of  a  discouraging  year  without  a 
pastor,  a  new  sense  of  commitment  began  to  stir  among  the  seven  hundred  forty-three  church  members.  An 
increase  in  tithing  and  sacrificial  giving  made  it  possible  to  meet  a  larger  budget  and  to  relieve  the  building 
indebtedness,  and  the  paying  off  of  the  bond  debt  became  a  reality  in  May,  1972.  On  Sunday,  August  3, 
1975  the  church  gathered  for  a  great  day  of  celebration.  The  church  was  debt  free  and  the  paid  note 
was  framed  for  display.  Spiritual  growth  and  a  remarkable  youth  revival  were  experienced  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1967.  A  community-wide  census  pointed  out  the  urgent  need  for  evangelism  in  Kernersville. 


This  great  revival  came  in  the  Billy  Graham  Crusade  in  April,  1969  and  in  June  of  that  year,  Larry  Keesler, 
a  member  of  the  Crusade  team,  came  as  our  Organist-choirmaster. 


The  Child  Development  Center  was  begun  in  July,  1970  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Associate 
Minister,  A.  Wayne  Coley.  This  ministry  started  with  four  children  enrolled,  two  teachers,  a  cook,  and  a  first 
year  budget  of  $20,397.  Phenomenal  growth  has  occurred  and  the  Center  now  has  ninety  children  in  the  Day 
Care,  Play  School,  and  After  School  programs  with  a  staff  of  twelve  and  a  budget  of  $109,489.  In  September, 
1 975  Miss  Irene  Covington  came  to  join  our  staff  and  serve  our  congregation  as  Director  of  all  pre-school  and 
children's  ministries  as  well  as  the  Child  Development  Center. 

The  need  was  felt  for  additional  leadership  for  the  ever  increasing  number  of  new  people  coming  into 
the  community  and  Rev.  E.  Thomas  Roberts  was  called  as  Associate  Minister  in  January,  1973,  to  serve  in 
the  educational,  music,  youth,  and  special  ministries  of  the  church.  A  forty  passenger  bus  was  purchased  in 
March  of  that  year  to  be  used  for  both  church  and  Child  Development  Center  activities.  In  December  of  the 
same  year,  a  three  and  three-tenths  acre  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  existing  property  was  purchased  with  a 
view  to  future  needs.  The  Deacons  appointed  a  planning  committee  in  1971  to  study  and  make 
recommendations  which  included  increased  support  for  missions,  a  full-family  education  ministry,  an 
expanded  music  ministry  and  consideration  of  a  recreational  center  as  our  most  urgent  needs. 

On  Sunday,  July  31,  1977  the  church  held  a  service  of  appreciation  for  John  and  Doris  McGee  and 
presented  them  a  set  of  the  Interpreter's  Bible  and  a  love  offering  of  $4,825.  The  McGees  retired  from  the 
mission  field  after  serving  thirty-two  years  in  Nigeria.  While  on  the  mission  field,  they  founded  and  built  the 
Ekiti  Baptist  Church,  a  high  school  and  the  Nigerian  Baptist  Camp,  as  well  as  working  in  the  churches.  Their 
work  grew  from  a  few  churches  and  one  association  to  over  one  hundred  fifty  churches  and  three 
associations  during  their  ministry. 

Because  First  Baptist  has  always  been  a  fellowship  that  tried  to  act  rather  than  react,  a  Future  Building 
Needs  Committee  was  appointed  to  study  the  future  need  of  the  church's  physical  facilities.  In  January,  1 978 
the  congregation  moved  into  a  new  addition  built  onto  the  rear  of  the  present  sanctuary  building.  This  new 
addition  provided  office  space  for  the  staff,  choir  room,  class  rooms,  work  area,  storage,  library,  and 
renovation  of  old  office  space.  In  May,  1978  the  renovation  of  the  worship  center  in  the  sanctuary  was 
completed  and  a  new  Schantz  pipe  organ  installed.  The  total  cost-additional  building,  renovation,  and  pipe 
organ-was  $233,000.  In  an  effort  to  pay  for  these  new  additions,  the  church  had  a  "Together  We  Build" 
program  in  1976  and  pledged  to  give  $133,000  over  a  three  year  period. 

On  August  3,  1978  ground  was  broken  for  a  new  church  building  for  the  congregation  of  Providence 
Baptist  Church.  This  began  a  close  working  relationship  between  the  two  congregations  -  Providence  Baptist 
Church  and  First  Baptist  Church  -  in  the  building  of  the  new  church  building  as  well  as  having  worship  ex- 
periences together.  In  1979,  our  congregation  voted  to  donate  our  Allen  organ  to  our  friends  at  Providence 
Baptist  Church. 


On  June  19,  1979  Amis  Daniel  resigned  as  pastor  of  our  church  and  told  the  congregation  of  the  call 
he  and  Frances  had  answered  to  serve  the  Lord  on  the  foreign  mission  field.  In  loving  support  of  these 
dedicated  servants  of  God,  the  church  voted  to  observe  the  first  Sunday  in  August  each  year  as  "Amis  and 
Frances  Daniel  Day". 

In  September  1979  the  Daniels  went  to  Missionary  Orientation  and  then  at  the  end  of  December  left  to 
go  to  Parklands  Baptist  Church  in  Nairobi,  Kenya;  he  to  serve  as  pastor  of  this  growing  church  and  she  to 
serve  in  church  and  home  work. 

Our  church  has  been  very  fortunate  to  have  had  very  strong  leaders  during  the  interim  pastorates. 
Foremost  among  these  men  was  M.  M.  Goss  who  served  so  well  from  August,  1979  through  August,  1980. 
In  June,  1980  the  church  voted  to  call  Charles  Stevens  as  pastor  to  begin  his  duties  in  August.  Under  his 
capable  leadership  we  have  experienced  more  great  things  happening  through  our  church  for  the  ongoing  of 
God's  Kingdom. 

In  April,  1981  a  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  was  elected  bythe  church  to  formulate  plans  and  give 
direction  and  goals  for  our  church  as  we  look  toward  the  future. 

In  July,  1981  Philip  Wagoner  was  called  as  Minister  of  Education.  He  works  with  our  youth,  senior 
adults,  and  adults  in  all  phases  of  church  life.  With  his  capable  leadership  in  these  areas  and  Irene  Covington 
continuing  her  committed  guidance  in  the  preschool  and  children's  areas,  we  look  forward  to  growth  in 
membership  and  leadership  through  our  Sunday  School,  Mission  Organizations,  and  Church  Training. 

In  August,  1981  we  had  the  distinct  honor  of  seeing  one  of  our  own  young  men,  Mikeal  Parsons, 
ordained  for  the  gospel  ministry.  Presently,  Mike  is  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  New  Castle,  Kentucky. 
There  have  been  others  who  have  gone  from  this  church  into  full  time  Christian  service,  among  them  are  Val 
Meadows,  V.  W.  Parrish  and  Stan  Heiser. 

We  recognize  the  valuable  contributions  made  by  many  who  have  served  our  church  in  various 
capacities  in  our  music  ministry.  Barbara  Geer  is  our  present  Choir  Director  with  Donald  Clapp  as  Organist. 

A  substantial  increase  in  membership  has  occurred  in  recent  years.  As  the  town  grows,  so  does  our 
church  family.  Our  singles  class  represents  a  new  ministry  in  the  Sunday  School  program,  and  senior  adults 
enjoy  B  Friendly  Club  activities  and  trips.  Opportunities  for  our  children  have  grown  and  now  include: 
Children's  Worship  led  by  Philip  Wagoner,  Minister  of  Education,  and  three  children's  choirs. 

The  years  1981  •  1984  have  shown  marked  participation  by  First  Baptist  Church  in  Kernersville 
ministerial  endeavors  -  Crisis  Control  support,  the  joint  Easter  Week  services  and  community  Sunday  night 
meetings.  Also,  summer  Softball  teams  for  men  and  women  have  provided  friendly  competition  at  games 
with  area  church  teams.  Our  church  rallied  to  help  Main  Street  Baptist  Church  in  a  real  time  of  need. 

Strengthened  ties  and  commitments  to  the  Pilot  Mountain  Association  have  been  evident  since  James 
Hamblen  came  as  Associational  Director  of  Missions  in  January,  1984. 

First  Baptist  Church  youth  programs  include  a  Youth  Choir  and  summer  youth  workers  from  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  Youth  Corps:  Ann  Fore  from  Campbell  College  in  1983  and  Leigh  Anne  Thomp- 
son, G.  N.  C.  Charlotte,  in  1 984.  Our  youth  experience  great  enthusiasm  for  Christ  from  these  areas  of 
ministry. 

Our  live  Nativity  Scene  has  been  a  successful  dramatic  production  for  two  Christmases.  This  year's 
Singing  Christmas  Tree  was  a  beautiful  and  phenomenal  musical  accomplishment. 

We  are  proud  that  Irene  Covington,  our  staff  member  who  is  a  preschool  specialist  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  has  served  at  two  Metro  Area  Clinics,  one  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  February,  1984  and 
another  in  Seattle,  Washington  in  May.  This  means  home  mission  support  for  struggling  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 

Our  pastor,  Charles  Stevens,  continues  to  visit  the  sick  and  to  counsel  the  burdened  ones  with 
compassionate  understanding,  to  guide  our  church  with  prayerful  strength  and  to  inspire  our  hearts  with 
Spirit-filled  messages.  So--we  stand  a  united  church,  celebrating  our  Centennial  Year  1984  and  counting  our 
many  blessings. 

As  we  remember  past  accomplishments,  may  we  look  ever  forward  to  greater  work  as  we  come  to 
worship  and  leave  to  serve  our  Saviour  and  Lord. . .  "But  seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  His  righteous- 
ness; and  ali  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 


A  PASTOR'S  PRAYER 


He  held  a  lamp  each  livelong  day 
So  low  that  none  could  miss  the  way. 
And  yet  so  high  to  bring  in  sight 
The  picture  fair,  of  Christ  the  Light; 
That  gazing  up,  the  lamp  between 
The  hand  that  held  it  was  not  seen. 

He  held  the  pitcher,  stooping  low 

To  lips  of  little  ones  below, 

Then  raised  it  to  the  weary  saint 

And  bade  him  drink  when  sick  and  faint; 

They  drank  the  pitcher  thus  between, 

The  hand  that  held  it  was  not  seen. 


He  blew  the  trumpet  soft  and  clear 
That  trembling  sinners  need  not  fear; 
And  then  with  louder  note  and  bold 
To  storm  the  walls  of  Satan's  hold; 
The  trumpet  coming  thus  between, 
The  hand  that  held  it  was  not  seen. 

But  when  our  Captain  says,  "Well  done 
Thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  come! 
Lay  down  the  pitcher  and  the  lamp. 
Lay  down  the  trumpet,  leave  the  camp." 
The  weary  hand  will  then  be  seen 
Clasped  in  His  pierced  ones  between. 

—Author  Unknown. 


PASTORS  IN  OUR  PAST 


REV.  C.  K.  TURNER 

1919-1920 


REV.  J.  M.  RICHARDSON 

1920-1924 


REV.  E.  F.  BAKER  REV.  CLYDE  GLOSSON 

1930-1938  1939-1951 


REV.  W.  AMIS  DANIEL 

1964-1979 


FORMER  PASTORS  NOT  PICTURED  ABOVE 


REV.  D.  C.  CULBRETH 
DR.  J.  IS.  STALLINGS 
REV.  W.  F.  WATSON 
REV.  HENRY  SHEETS 
REV.  W.  H.  RICH 
REV.  W.  H.  WILSON 
REV.  J.  B.  RICHARDSON 


1884-  1885  REV.  J.  M.  STANFORD 

1885-  1888  REV.  A.  L.  BETTS 

1889-  1890  REV.  O.  A.  KELLER 

1890-  1898  REV.  W.  E.  WEST 
1898-1899  REV.  J.  T.  BYRCJM 
1900-1901  REV.  V.  H.  HARRELL 
1902-1903  REV.  JOHN  MILLER 


1903-1905 
1905-1908 

1909-  1910 

1910-  1911 
1912-1914 
1917-1918 
1925-1930 


SONS  OF  FIRST  BAPTIST 


JOHN  McGEE 


V.  W.  PARRISH 


STAN  HEISER,  JR. 


MIKEAL  PARSONS 


These  men  were  ordained  for  the  Gospel  Ministry  out  of  First  Baptist  Church. 


STAN  HEISER 


JOHN  &  DORIS  McGEE 
Missionaries  in  Africa 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 

Eleven  O'Clock 
Sunday,  August  26,  1984 

Preparation  for  Worship  Donald  Clapp 

"O  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down:  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker" 

Psalm  95:6 


Call  To  Worship 

Pastor: 


People: 
Pastor: 
People: 

Pastor: 

People: 

Pastor: 
People: 


Pastor: 


People: 


Acclaim  the  Lord,  all  men  on  earth, 
Worship  the  Lord  in  gladness; 

Enter  His  presence  with  songs  of  exaltation. 

Know  that  the  Lord  is  God; 

He  has  made  us  and  we  are  His  own, 
His  people,  the  flock  which  He  shepherds. 

Enter  His  gates  with  thanksgiving 

and  His  courts  with  praise. 

Give  thanks  to  Him  and  bless  His  name; 

For  the  Lord  is  good  and  His  love  is  everlasting, 
His  faithfulness  endures  to  all  generations. 

The  Lord  be  with  you. 

And  also  with  you. 

Almighty  God  to  whom  all  hearts  are  open, 

All  desires  known,  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid: 

Cleanse  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  your  Holy  Spirit, 

That  we  may  perfectly  love  you  and  worthily  magnify  your  Holy  name. 

Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners. 

Hear  then  the  word  of  grace  and  the  assurance  of  pardon: 

Your  sins  are  forgiven  for  His  sake. 

Amen. 


Invocation 

Welcome  to  Worshippers 
Hymn  of  Praise 

Reading  of  The  Scripture 
Meditation,  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 


"To  God  Be  The  Glory' 


Mo.  41 


Responsive  Reading  No. 


Hymn  of  Faith 


"My  Faith  Looks  Up  To  Thee' 


Mo.  257 


Special  Recognitions: 

Descendants  of  Charter  Members 
Family  members  of  former  staff  members 

Stewardship  Challenge 

Presentation  of  Tithes  and  Offerings 

Worship  Through  Special  Music  Chancel  Choir 

"Surely  The  Lord  is  in  This  Place" 

Former  Pastors  of  First  Baptist  Church 
Rev.  Clyde  Glosson 
Rev.  Homer  Good 
Rev.  Amis  Daniel 

Former  Interim  Pastors 

Rev.  L.  H.  Hollingsworth 
Rev.  M.  M.  Goss 

Hymn  of  Commitment  No.  438 

"Make  Me  A  Channel  of  Blessing" 

Benediction 

Response  Chancel  Choir 

"The  Lord  Bless  You  and  Keep  You" 

Postlude 


We  welcome  all  visitors  who  have  come  to  worship  with  us.  Our  Anniversary  would  not 
have  been  complete  without  you.  Friends  and  relatives  are  invited  and  urged  to  attend 
the  social  hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  immediately  following  the  worship  hour. 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 

7:30  p.m. 
Monday,  August  27,  1984 


Preparation  For  Worship 


Donald  Clapp 


"Come  now  let  us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord:  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall 
be  as  white  as  snow;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool." 


Call  To  Worship 

Welcome  To  Worshippers 
Hymn  of  Praise 

Fraternal  Greetings 

Reading  of  Scripture 


"Surely  The  Presence  of  the  Lord  is  in  This  Place" 


"All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name" 
Moderator,  Pilot  Mountain  Baptist  Association 
Rev.  H.  A.  Lewis,  Kernersville  Wesleyan  Church 


Meditation,  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Priest-in-Charge,  St.  Matthews  Episcopal  Church 


Hymn  of  Faith 
Anthem 

Sharing  of  the  Word 
Hymn  of  Commitment 
Benediction 
Response 
Postlude 


"Beneath  The  Cross  of  Jesus" 
"Lord  Make  Me  Clean" 
Pastor,  Hayes  Barton  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
"Something  For  Thee" 
Minister  of  Education,  First  Baptist  Church 
"Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit" 


Chancel  Choir 


No.  132 


Boyce  Wilson 


Romans  12:1 


David  H.  Wright 


No.  345 


Chancel  Choir 


Dr.  T.  L.  Cashwell 


No.  400 


Mr.  Philip  Wagoner 


Chancel  Choir 


We  welcome  all  visitors  who  have  come  to  worship  with  us.  Our  Anniversary  would  not 
have  been  complete  without  you.  Friends  and  relatives  are  invited  and  urged  to  attend  the 
social  hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  immediately  following  the  worship  hour. 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 

7:30  p.m. 
Tuesday,  August  28,  1984 


Preparation  For  Worship 


Donald  Clapp 


"We  would  offer  Thee  this  day,  O  God,  with  sobered  minds,  what  we  are:  that  to  the  enrich- 
ment of  our  life,  and  of  all  life,  Thou  mayest  make  them  what  you  want  them  to  be.  So  fulfill 
in  us  this  hour,  your  plan,  purpose  and  will  for  our  life. 


Call  to  Worship 

Welcome  to  Worshippers 
Hymn  of  Praise 
Fraternal  Greetings 

Reading  of  Scripture 


Chancel  Choir 


"Surely  The  Presence  of  the  Lord  is  in  This  Place" 


President,  Kernersville  Chamber  of  Commerce 


Rev.  C.  E,  Stines,  Pastor,  Main  Street  Baptist  Church 


Meditation,  Prayer,  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Pastor,  Kernersville  Moravian  Church 


Hymn  of  Faith 


Anthem 


Message 


"O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past" 
"Lord,  Make  Me  Clean" 


ho.  140 
Mr.  Larry  K.  Matthews 

I  Kings  8:22-30 

Rev.  Harold  Cole 

No.  286 

Chancel  Choir 


Director  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  N.  C.  Baptist  State  Convention 
Hymn  of  Commitment 


Benediction 


Response 


"Wherever  He  Leads  I'll  Go" 
Director,  W.  M.  G.  First  Baptist  Church 
"Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit" 


Miss  Nancy  Curtis 
No.  347 
Mrs.  Carol  Atkins 
Chancel  Choir 


We  welcome  all  visitors  who  have  come  to  worship  with  us.  Our  anniversary  would  not  have 
been  complete  without  you.  Friends  and  relatives  are  invited  to  attend  the  social  hour  in 
the  fellowship  hall  immediately  following  the  worship  hour. 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 
7:30  p.m. 
Wednesday,  August  29,  1 984 


Preparation  For  Worship  Donald  Clapp 

"In  this  world  of  change,  O  God,  may  we  not  be  blind  to  the  fixed  points.  Keep  our  minds 
firmly  on  Him  who  is  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.  May  the  words  we  speak  be 
translated  into  truths  by  which  we  live." 

Call  To  Worship  Chancel  Choir 

"Surely  The  Presence  of  The  Lord  is  in  This  Place" 

Hymn  of  Praise  No.  159 

"Fairest  Lord  Jesus" 

Fraternal  Greetings  Mr.  Neal  Bedinger 

Vice-Chairman,  Forsyth  County  Commissioners 

Reading  of  Scripture  I  Cor.  3:10-18 

Mr.  Harris  Crowell,  Chairman  of  Deacons,  First  Baptist  Church 

Meditation,  Prayer,  and  Lord's  Prayer  Miss  Irene  Covington 

Preschool  and  Children's  Director 

Hymn  of  Faith  No.  137 

"Praise  Him,  Praise  Him" 

Anthem  Chancel  Choir 

"Lord,  Listen  to  Your  Children  Prayin'  " 

Sharing  of  the  Word  Rev.  James  Hamblen 

Director  of  Missions,  Pilot  Mountain  Baptist  Association 

Hymn  of  Commitment  No.  352 

"Living  For  Jesus" 

Benediction  Mr.  Charles  F.  Snow 

Chairman,  Anniversary  Committee 

Response  Chancel  Choir 

"Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit" 


We  welcome  all  visitors  who  have  come  to  worship  with  us.  Our  anniversary  would  not  have 
been  complete  without  you.  Friends  and  relatives  are  invited  and  urged  to  attend  the  social 
hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  immediately  following  the  worship  hour. 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 
7:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  August  30,  1984 


Preparation  For  Worship 


Donald  Clapp 


"Holy  Father,  we  give  Thee  thanks  for  all  the  good  things  we  have  enjoyed:  for  strength  in 
time  of  distress;  for  stamina  in  the  face  of  pain;  for  courage  in  the  face  of  fear.  Help  us  as 
we  come  to  renew  our  strength,  and  as  we  face  the  future,  make  us  conscious  we  are  travel- 
ling a  new  road  with  an  old  Guide.  May  we  never  forget  this  Temple  of  Truth  was  not  achieved 
cheaply,  hence  we  cannot  esteem  it  lightly. 


Call  to  Worship 
Hymn  of  Praise 
Fraternal  Greetings 
Reading  of  the  Scripture 


"Surely  The  Presence  of  the  Lord  is  in  This  Place" 
"Crown  Him  With  Many  Croivns" 
Mayor  of  Kemersville,  N.  C. 
Father  Harry  McGovern,  Holy  Cross  Catholic  Church 


Meditation,  Prayer,  Lord's  Prayer 

Pastor,  Main  Street  United  Methodist  Church 


Hymn  of  Faith 


Anthem 


Sharing  of  the  Word 


Hymn  of  Commitment 


Benediction 


Response 


"Faith  of  our  Fathers" 
"The  Lord's  Prayer" 
President,  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
"Footsteps  of  Jesus" 
Director  of  Sunday  School  for  Twenty-seven  years 
"Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit" 


Chancel  Choir 


No.  152 


Mr.  Roger  Swisher 


John  15:1-17 


Rev.  R.  T.  Houts 


No.  252 


Chancel  Choir 


Dr.  Randall  Lolley 


No.  362 


Mr.  H.  C.  Porter 


Chancel  Choir 


We  welcome  all  visitors  who  have  come  to  worship  with  us.  Our  anniversary  would  not  have 
been  complete  without  you.  Friends  and  relatives  are  invited  and  urged  to  attend  the  social 
hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  immediately  following  the  worship  hour. 


Child  Development  Center  ■  Ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church 


"People"  is  what  the  church  is  all  about,  and  ministering  to  the  needs  of  people  is  one  of  the  main  func- 
tions of  the  church.  First  Baptist  Church,  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  people  and  following  the  concern  of  Jesus 
for  children,  extended  its  ministry  in  July,  1970.  The  walls  of  the  church  expanded  into  a  weekday  education 
for  young  children  and  a  ministry  to  parents.  An  environment  and  atmosphere  for  boys  and  girls  to  develop 
physically,  mentally,  socially,  emotionally,  and  spiritually  in  a  weekday  education  was  provided.  From  the 
beginning,  the  Child  Development  Center  became  an  integral  part  of  the  total  church  program. 

The  Child  Development  Center  continues  today  as  a  serving  and  ministering  arm  of  the  church. 
Parents,  more  aware  than  ever  of  the  importance  of  the  early  years  of  a  child's  life,  choose  the  Child  Develop- 
ment Center  for  early  training  and  Christian  education  for  thier  preschooler  prior  to  public  education.  Meeds 
of  working  parents  who  must  make  provisions  for  their  children  while  they  work  are  being  met  by  the  Chris- 
tian concern  and  ministry  of  the  Child  Development  Center. 

Helping  a  child  realize  his  own  God-given  potentialities,  helping  a  child  develop  a  positive  self-image, 
helping  a  child  grow  as  God  planned  for  him  to  grow  -  these  purposes  are  a  challenge  to  dedicated,  loving, 
caring  teachers  who  not  only  love  children  but  who  possess  the  skill  and  understanding  to  work  with  boys 
and  girls.  Teachers  who  are  committed  to  the  importance  of  early  childhood  education  provide  learning 
environments  and  learning  experiences  that  are  best  for  the  child. 

"We  care  about  people"  is  the  testimony  of  the  ministry  of  the  Child  Development  Center.  Helping  a 
child  grown  into  Christlikeness  is  the  reward  that  comes. 


Anniversary  Committee 


We  highly  commend  our  anniversary  committee  on  arrangements.  They  have  worked  so  faithfully 
planning  and  carrying  out  their  assignment.  The  entire  fellowship  notes  with  deep  appreciation  their  many 
hours  of  hard  work. 

Charles  Snow,  Chairman  Homer  Good 

Martha  Clodfelter  Edith  Justice 

Florence  Bowen  Lee  Marshall 

Cathy  Hastings 


FIRST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
KERNE  RSVILLE,N.C. 


The  Centennial  Flag  was  presented  to  the  congregation  of  First  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday,  March  4,  1984  by  the  Larry  Cain  family  - 
Larry,  Martha  and  Molly. 


Church  Staff 

Rev.  Charles  E.  Stevens   Pastor 

Philip  Wagoner   Minister  of  Education 

Irene  Covington    Preschool  and  Children's  Director 

Barbara  Geer    Minister  of  Music 

Donald  Clapp   Church  Organist 

Ruby  Morton   Financial  Secretary 

Eloise  Lain    Church  Secretary 

Elbie  Heggie  Maintenance  Engineer 

Ann  Jones    Church  Hostess 


Out  of  the  Past 


AUGUST  9,  1 959— On  this  date,  members  assembled  on  Oakhurst  Street  to  break  ground  for  the  new  buildi:  ig.  The  people  taking 
to  heart  hte  words  of  Mehemiah:  "The  people  had  a  mind  to  work,"  gave  evidence  to  their  faith  in  God  as  they  took  hold  of  the  rope 
and  pulled  together.  You  may  be  able  to  recognize  friends  and/ or  loved  ones  who  are  pulling  the  plow.  Some  of  the  people  who  held 
leadership  positions  during  this  strategic  time  are:  Mrs.  Kate  Turner,  Mrs.  Carrie  Cooke,  Miss  Will  Stockton,  Dr.  O.  L.  Joyner,  Charlie 
Frank  Snow,  Ginny  Lynn  Smith,  Mr.  Tom  McCuiston,  Charlie  Snow,  Hugh  Justice,  H.  C.  Porter,  and  Rev.  Homer  L.  Good. 


ACJGC1ST  30,  1959— was  a  red  letter  day  for  First  Baptist  Church.  On  this  day,  under  the  leadership  of  pastor  Homer  L.  Good,  the 
church  celebrating  her  "Seventy  Fifth  Anniversary".  Dr.  C.  C.  Warren,  former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  1 956-1 957 
preached  at  the  morning  service. 

The  church  observed  "Old  Timers  Night"  as  one  of  the  last  services  held  in  the  building  on  Main  Street.  Old-fashioned  kerosene 
lamps  and  lanterns  and  the  soft  glow  of  candlelight  brought  forth  nostalgic  memories  as  the  congregation  met  for  worship  August  7, 
1960.  A  quartet  composed  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Cooke  who  played  the  pump  organ,  Mrs.  Kate  Turner,  Miss  Will  Stockton  and  Dr.  O.  L. 
Joyner  "rendered"  special  music. 


AUGUST  21,  1960-A  dream  was 
fulfilled  on  August  21,  1960,  when  the 
first  worship  service  was  held  in  the 
new  church.  The  pastor,  Homer  L. 
Good,  used  as  his  first  sermon  topic 
"The  People  Had  a  Mind  to  Work" 
However,  "weddings  can't  wait!"  Be- 
fore the  formal  opening  of  the  build- 
which  was  running  a  few  days  behind 
schedule,  Joyce  Porter's  wedding  took 
place  as  scheduled-making  a  wed- 
ding the  first  service  in  the  new 
building. 


RIGHT:  The  "B"  Friendly  Club  hears  Rev 
Homer  Good. 


Front  Row,  Left  to  Right:  Vickie 
Marshall,  Leigh  West,  Nancy  Shields, 
Gloria  Wright,  and  Mary  Goble. 
Back  Row,  Left  to  Right:  Imogene 
McGee,  Joyce  Porter,  Wilma  Flynt, 
and  Lois  Hostinger. 


Autographs 
and 
Notes 


Parable  of  the  Oak 


It  was  a  warm  day  in  the  summer  of  1884.  A  small  boy  was  trying  to  see 
how  far  his  tiny  arms  would  reach  around  the  giant  oak  standing  there. 

Of  course,  no  one  present  could  remember  when  a  squirrel  buried  the 
acorn  that  had  grown  to  be  a  big  oak. 

Thus  the  acorn  through  the  years  grew  to  be  a  huge  tree. 
Who  among  us  remembers  the  little  oak  (church)  on  Mountain  and 
Cherry  Streets  which  was  the  beginning  of  First  Baptist  Church? 


THE  TRGNK 

The  pastors,  those  prophets  who  have  long  since 
gone  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord,  must  be  given 
credit  for  the  development  of  the  oak  that  grew 
from  the  tiny  acorn  to  the  great  oak  of 
the  present. 


THE  BRANCHES 

To  continue  the  analogy, 
we  must  remember  the 
individual  members  who  from 
1 884  to  the  present,  contribu- 
ted to  the  growth  of  the 
church.  Without  their  initi- 
ative, cooperation,  and  hard 
work,  the  church  would  never 
have  succeeded. 


THE  LEAVES 

It  is  difficult  to  overlook  the  colorful  leaves  that  catch  the  eye 
of  the  passerby.  Just  so,  the  organizations,  music,  messages, 
and  ministries  of  a  church  when  seen  by  the  public,  appeal 
the  outsider  and  make  him  conscious  of  its  value  in  the 
community.  These  features  show  that  the  church  is 
alive,  working,  and  using  the  God-given  talents  of  its 
members  for  His  glory. 

/  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches. 

John  15 


Rev.  Homer  L.  Good 
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For  Christ  has  shown  when  truth  is  known,  how  great  is  our  sal- 
We've    prayed    and  loved  and     gi  •  ven  our  best,  We've  worshipped,  young 


va  tion. 

and  old. 
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blest    are     we    who    dai  -    ly  •     live      a  life      of     con  -  se 

blessed  our  church  so  boun  -  ti  -    fully,      Our      Fa  ■    ther,  now  we 


era  -  tion. 
thank  Thee! 


Dedicated  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  Adult  Choir 
Lyrics  and  Music  by  Barbara  Geer  -  Minister  of  Music 


